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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-0693
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: October 8, 2015
Type of Action: Amending Ordinance Code Chapter 518
Bill Summary: This bill amends Chapter 518 (Jacksonville Property Safety and Maintenance Code), Ordinance Code:

· Section 518.111 (Definitions), to provide a new definition for “debris,” “tarpaulin” and “trash”;

· Section 518.135 (Vacating of declared building), to require unsafe structures to be vacated within such reasonable time as determined by the Chief of the Municipal Code Compliance Division; 
· Section 518.141 (Unlawful to refuse or restrict lawful entry), to prohibit interference with authorized access to perform lawful actions and assign a penalty for violating same; 
· Section 518.202 (Conditions prohibited and declared public nuisances; penalty), to add a new subsection regarding nuisance conditions relating to obstructive growth, dead trees and dead tree limbs and branches and bushes, shrubbery or other overgrowth on vacant buildings and structures; 
· Section 518.304 (Abatement by City), to limit repairs by the City to minor repair or other minor work; 
· Section 518.403 (Compliance standards/permitted repairs), to authorize limited use of tarpaulins or other similar temporary coverings for temporary weatherization of an unstable structure; and 

· Section 518.419 (Foundation, walls and roof), to authorize limited use of tarpaulins and to declare the presence of a roof tarpaulin to be a rebuttable presumption of an unsound or unstable roof condition
Background Information: Regulatory Compliance Department’s Municipal Code Compliance Division initiated the revision of Chapter 518 in order to add clarity to several definitions of existing terms; ensure property maintenance of certain conditions to vacant structures to discourage vagrancy; and establish standards for utilization of tarpaulins (“tarps”).
Policy Impact Area: Regulatory Compliance Department, Municipal Code Compliance Division, Public Works Department, Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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